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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the original filing of May 1 8, 2005. Claims (21 -40) 
are pending and have been considered below. 

Priority 

2. Applicant's claim for benefit of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19 (a) - (d) is 
acknowledged. 

The application is filed on May 18, 2005 but is a 371 case of PCT/JP03/14557 
application filed 1 1/17/2003 and has a foreign priority application filed on 1 1/19/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 21 -32, and 34-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Huddelstone et al. (US Patent Publication No. 2004006541 and 
Huddelstone hereinafter). 
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4. As to claim 21 , Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising 
an information distribution device, a manufacturer terminal and a content 
receiving device which are connectable with one another via a communications 
line [fig. 2], where: 

the information distribution device includes an encryption distribution 
means for encrypting and distributing a content (i.e., ... teaches receives 
information assembled into a message which is then encrypted [0052]); 

the content receiving device includes a product purchase information input 
means for accepting an input of product purchase information [0046]; 

and a product purchase information sending means for sending the 
received product purchase information to the manufacturer terminal (i.e., ... 
teaches a product purchase send [0052]); 

the manufacturer terminal includes a product purchase information 
receiving means for receiving the sent product purchase information (i.e., ... 
teaches a receiving product purchase information [0052]); 

and a decryption key delivery means which includes a first memory for 
storing a decryption key (i.e., ... teaches delivering a decryption key ([0049] lines 41- 
47) , and which, upon receiving the product purchase information [0052], reads 
the decryption key from the first memory and delivers it to the content receiving 
device [0049], the content receiving device includes a decryption key receiving 
means for receiving the decryption key delivered by the manufacturer terminal 
(i.e., ... teaches delivering a decryption key ([0049] lines 41-47) 
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a decryption key storage means having a second memory, and adapted for 
storing the received decryption key in the second memory (i.e., ... teaches a stored 
decryption key [0048]); 

an input means for accepting an operation which enables use of the 
decryption key stored in the second memory (i.e., ... teaches receiving content and 
caching content [par. 48, lines 1-5]); 

and a decryption key sending means which, upon receiving the operation 
from the input means, reads the decryption key from the second memory and 
sends it to the information distribution device (i.e., ... teaches using stored 
decryption key [par. 48 , lines 5-10]); 

the information distribution device further includes a decryption means 
which receives the decryption key sent from the decryption key sending means 
and uses the received decryption key to decrypt the content distributed by the 
encryption distribution means (i.e., ... teaches a decryption key being sent [par. 49, 
lines 41-47] .... Further teaches decryption key used to decrypt content [par. 48, lines 3- 
11]); 

the content receiving means further includes a content receiving means for 
receiving the content sent by the encryption distribution means (i.e., ... teaches 
receives information assembled into a message which is then encrypted [0052]); 

and an audiovisual means for reproducing the content received by the 
content receiving means (i.e., .. teaches audio or video broadcasting such that 
content is render a television [0055]). 
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5. As to claim 22, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising 
an information distribution device, a manufacturer terminal and a content 
receiving device which are connectable with one another via a communications 
line [fig. 2], where: 

the information distribution device includes an encryption distribution 
means for encrypting and distributing a content (i.e., ... teaches receives 
information assembled into a message which is then encrypted [0052]); 

the content receiving device includes a product purchase information input 
means for accepting an input of product purchase information [0046]; 

and a product purchase information sending means for sending the 
received product purchase information to the manufacturer terminal (i.e., teaches 
sending product purchasing information [0052]); 

the manufacturer terminal includes a product purchase information 
receiving means for receiving the sent product purchase information (i.e., ... 
teaches a receiving product purchase information [0052]); 

and a decryption key delivery means which includes a first memory for 
storing a decryption key (i.e., ... teaches delivering a decryption key ([0049] lines 41- 
47), and which, upon receiving the product purchase information [0052], reads the 
decryption key from the first memory and delivers it to the content receiving 
device [0049]; 

the content receiving devices comprising a content receiving means for 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,194 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2131 

receiving the content sent from the encryption distribution means (i.e., ... teaches 
a receiver for a content after purchase of content [0052]); 

a decryption key receiving means for receiving the decryption key 
delivered by the manufacturer terminal (i.e., ... teaches delivering a decryption key 
([0049] lines 41-47); 

a decryption key storage means including a second memory, and adapted 
for storing the received decryption key in the second memory (i.e., ... teaches a 
stored decryption key [0048]); 

an input means for accepting an operation which enables use of the 
decryption key stored in the second memory (i.e., ... teaches receiving content and 
caching content [par. 48, lines 1-5]); 

a decryption means which, upon accepting the operation from the input 
means, reads the decryption key from the second memory and uses it to decrypt 
the content received by the content receiving device (i.e., ... teaches a decryption 
key being sent [par. 49, lines 41-47] .... Further teaches decryption key used to decrypt 
content [par. 48, lines 3-11]); 

and an audiovisual means for reproducing the content decrypted by the 
decryption means (i.e., .. teaches audio or video broadcasting such that content is 
render a television [0055]). 

6. As to claim 23, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising 
an information distribution device and a content receiving device which are 
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connectable with each other via a communications line [fig. 2], a consumer 
terminal and a manufacturer terminal which are connectable with each other via a 
communications line, wherein: 

the information distribution device includes an encryption distribution 
means for encrypting and distributing a content (i.e., ... teaches receives 
information assembled into a message which is then encrypted [0052]); 

the consumer terminal includes a product purchase information input 
means for accepting an input of product purchase information [0046]; 

and a product purchase information sending means for sending the 
received product purchase information to the manufacturer terminal (i.e., ..teaches 
sending product purchase information [0052]); 

the manufacturer terminal includes a product purchase information 
receiving means for receiving the sent product purchase information (i.e., .. 
teaches confirming product information [par. 49, lines 41-47]); 

and a decryption key delivery means which includes a first memory for 
storing a decryption key and which (par. 49, lines 41-47), upon receiving the 
product purchase information (par. 49, lines 41-47), reads the decryption key from 
the first memory and delivers it to the consumer terminal (par. 49, lines 41-47); 

the consumer terminal includes a decryption key receiving means for 
receiving the decryption key delivered by the manufacturer terminal (par. 49, lines 
41-47); 
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the content receiving device includes an input means for accepting an 
input of the decryption key received by the consumer terminal (par. 48, lines 1-8); 

a decryption key sending means which, upon accepting the input from the 
input means, sends the decryption key to the information distribution device (i.e., 
.. teaches sending a decryption key [par. 49, lines 41-47]); 

the information distribution device includes a decryption means which 
receives the decryption key sent by the decryption key sending means and uses 
the received decryption key to decrypt the content distributed by the encryption 
distribution means (i.e., ... teaches a decryption key being sent [par. 49, lines 41-47] 
.... Further teaches decryption key used to decrypt content [par. 48, lines 3-11]); 

the content receiving device includes a content receiving means for 
receiving the content sent by the encryption distribution means (par. 48, lines 1-8-; 

and an audiovisual means for reproducing the content received by the 
content receiving means (i.e., .. teaches audio or video broadcasting such that 
content is render a television [0055]). 

7. As to claim 24, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising 
an information distribution device and a content receiving device which are 
connectable with each other via a communications line [fig. 2], a consumer 
terminal and a manufacturer terminal which are connectable with each other via a 
communications line [fig. 2], where the information distribution device includes an 
encryption distribution means for encrypting and distributing a content (i.e., ... 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,194 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2131 

teaches receives information assembled into a message which is then encrypted 
[0052]); 

the consumer terminal includes a product purchase information input 
means for accepting an input of product purchase information [0046]; 

and a product purchase information sending means for sending the 
received product purchase information to the manufacturer terminal (i.e., ..teaches 
sending product purchase information [0052]); 

the manufacturer terminal includes a product purchase information 
receiving means for receiving the sent product purchase information (i.e., .. 
teaches confirming product information [par. 49, lines 41-47]); 

and a decryption key delivery means which includes a first memory for 
storing a decryption key and which [par. 49, lines 41-47], upon receiving the product 
purchase information (i.e., ... teaches a confirming purchase information [par. 49, lines 
41-47]), reads the decryption key from the first memory and delivers it to the 
consumer terminal [par. 49, lines 41-47]; 

the consumer terminal includes a decryption key receiving means for 
receiving the decryption key delivered by the manufacturer terminal [par. 49, lines 
43-47]; 

the content receiving device includes a content receiving means for 
receiving the content sent by the encryption distribution means [par. 48, lines 1-8]; 

an input means for accepting an input of the decryption key received by the 
consumer terminal [par. 49, lines 41-47], a decryption means which, upon 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,194 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2131 

accepting the input from the input means, uses the decryption key to decrypt the 
content received by the content receiving means [par. 48, lines 1-11], and an 
audiovisual means for reproducing the content decrypted by the decryption 
means (i.e., .. teaches audio or video broadcasting such that content is render a 
television [0055]). 

8. As to claim 25, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising: 

an information distribution device including an encryption distribution 
means for encrypting and distributing via an interactive medium content created 
by a content holder using a budget provided by a single manufacturer or a 
plurality of manufacturers and a decryption means which receives a decryption 
key given owing to purchase of a product made by the manufacturer and 
decrypts the content distributed by the encryption distribution means [0048] and 
[0052]; 

and a content receiving device including an input means for inputting a 
decryption key given owing to purchase of a product made by the manufacturer 
[0049, lines 41-47], a sending means which, after the decryption key is inputted by 
the input means, sends the inputted decryption key to the information 
distribution device [0049, lines 41-47], a receiving means for receiving the content 
sent by the information distribution device and an audiovisual means for 
reproducing the content received by the receiving means (i.e., .. teaches audio or 
video broadcasting such that content is render a television [0055]). 
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9. As to claim 26, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system comprising: 
an information distribution device including an encryption distribution 

means for encrypting and distributing content created by a content holder using 
a budget provided by a single manufacturer or a plurality of manufacturers [0052]; 

and a content receiving device including a receiving means for receiving 
the content sent from the information distribution device [0048, lines 1-8], an input 
means for inputting a decryption key given owing to purchase of a product made 
by the manufacturer, a decryption means which [0049, lines 41-47], upon input of 
the decryption key from the input means, decrypts the content received by the 
receiving means [0048, lines 1-8], and an audiovisual means for reproducing the 
content decrypted by the decryption means (i.e., .. teaches audio or video 
broadcasting such that content is render a television [0055]). 

10. As to claim 27, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined 
where the decryption key is given in accordance with the price of products 
purchased from the single or the plurality of manufacturers or the quantity of the 
purchased products [0049, lines 41-47]. 

11. As to claim 28, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined 
where the decryption key is given in accordance with points which are allotted in 
accordance with the price of a product purchased from the single manufacturer 
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or the plurality of manufacturers or the quantity of the purchased products [0049]. 

12. As to claim 29, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined in 
where the decryption key is set according to each content or to a viewable time of 
the content (i.e., ... teaches a decryption key for content [0049, lines 41-47] ... further 
teaches usage rights. Those skill in the art would recognize usage right for placing 
constraints (e.g., time constraints) of on the purchased content [0051]). 

13. As to claim 30, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined 
where the decryption key given according to a specific product purchased from 
the single or the plurality of manufacturers is allowed to be used only for 
decrypting a specific content [0049, lines 41-47]. 

14. As to claim 31 , Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined the 
decryption key given in advance owing to product purchase is allowed to be used 
when the selling quantity of products made by the manufacturer exceeds a 
certain value [0051]. 

15. As to claim 32, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined 
where the decryption key is given to a winner of a lottery held at the time of 
purchasing products from the single manufacturer or the plurality of 
manufacturers [0052]. 
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16. As to claim 34, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined the 
decryption key is given in accordance with information sent to manufacturers, 
which information comprises requests related to products purchased from the 
single manufacturer or the plurality of manufacturers, impressions after using 
the products, recommended price (i.e., ... teaches a providing a decryption key 
[0049, lines 41-47] .. further teaches a product purchase request [0049] ... teaches a 
price of content [0051]). 

17. As to claim 35, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system defined 
where the decryption key is given in accordance with information sent to 
manufacturers, which information comprises buyer's age, sex, purchasing motive 

(i.e., ... teaches a providing a decryption key [0049, lines 41-47] ... teaches information 
sent (i.e., purchase motive) [0049]). 

18. As to claim 36, Huddelston teaches a content distribution system where the 
decryption key is given in accordance with information including preferences for 
certain content or for viewing time which is sent to the content holder that has 
the information distribution device [0051]. 

19. As to claim 37, Huddelston teaches a content distribution method 
comprising: an encryption distribution step of encrypting and distributing via an 
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interactive medium content made by a content holder using a budget provided by 
a single manufacturer or a plurality of manufacturers; 

an input step of inputting a decryption key given owing to purchase of a 
product made by the manufacturer [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a sending step of sending, upon input of the decryption key in the input 
step, the inputted decryption key [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a determination step for receiving the decryption key sent in the sending 
step and determining whether the received decryption key is appropriate or not 
[0049, lines 41-47]; 

a decryption step for decrypting, in case it was determined in the 
determination step that the decryption key is appropriate, the content 
distributed in the encryption distribution step [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a receiving step of receiving the content sent in the encryption distribution 
step (i.e., ... teaches receives information assembled into a message which is then 
encrypted [0052]); 

and a viewing step of reproducing the content received in the receiving 
step (i.e., .. teaches viewing capability [0046, lines 12-19]).. 

20. As to claim 38, Huddelston teaches a content distribution method 
comprising: an encryption distribution step of encrypting and distributing a 
content made by a content holder using a budget provided by a single 
manufacturer or a plurality of manufacturers; a receiving step of receiving the 
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content sent in the encryption distribution step (i.e., ... teaches receives 
information assembled into a message which is then encrypted [0052]); 

an input step of inputting a decryption key given owing to purchase of a 
product made by the manufacturer [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a decryption step of decrypting, upon inputting the decryption key in the 
input step, the content received in the receiving step [0049, lines 41-47]; 

and a viewing step of reproducing the content decrypted in the decryption 
step (i.e., .. teaches viewing capability [0046, lines 12-19]). 

21 . As to claim 39, Huddelston teaches a content receiving device for receiving 
and reproducing a content created by a content holder using a budget provided 
by a single manufacturer or a plurality of manufacturers, comprising: 

an input means for inputting a decryption key given owing to purchase of a 
product made by the manufacturer [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a sending means for sending, upon input of the decryption key by the input 
means, the inputted decryption key to the content holder [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a receiving means for receiving the content that the content holder 
decrypts using the received decryption key and sends [0049, lines 41-47]; 

and a viewing means for reproducing the content received by the receiving 
means (i.e., .. teaches viewing capability [0046, lines 12-19]). 
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22. As to claim 40, Huddelston teaches a content receiving device for receiving 
and reproducing decrypted content originally created by a content holder using a 
budget provided by a single manufacturer or a plurality of manufacturers, 
comprising: 

a receiving means for receiving the content (i.e., .. teaches receiving the 
content [0048, lines 1-8]); 

an input means for inputting a decryption key given owing to purchase of a 
product made by the manufacturer [0049, lines 41-47]; 

a decryption means for decrypting, upon input of the decryption key by the 
input means, an encryption of the content received by the receiving means by 
use of the decryption key [0049, lines 41-47]; 

and a viewing means for reproducing the content decrypted by the 
decryption means (i.e., .. teaches viewing capability [0046, lines 12-19]). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
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were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

23. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huddelston in view of Kuranuchi (US Patent Publication No. 2002/0199201). 

24. As to claims 33, the system disclose by Huddelston shows substantial features 
of the claimed invention (discussed in the paragraphs above), It fails to disclose: 

A content distribution system defined where the content distributed by the 
information distribution device is content which was created for private 
television broadcast by adding commercial messages, but the commercial 
messages have been removed (claim 33). 

However, these features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the system disclosed by Huddelston as introduced by Kuranuchi. 
Kuranuchi discloses: 

A content distribution system defined where the content distributed by the 
information distribution device is content which was created for private 
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television broadcast by adding commercial messages, but the commercial 
messages have been removed (claim 33) (for purposes of content distribution 
Kuranuchi provides the capability to remove commercial [claim 20]). 

Therefore, given the teachings of Kuranuchi, a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention would have recognized the desirability and advantage of 
modifying Huddelston by employing the well known features of commercial removal 
disclosed above by Kuranuchi, for which content distribution will be enhanced [claim 
20]. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN WRIGHT whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday -Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, AYAZ Sheikh can be reached on (571 )272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRYAN WRIGHT/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 
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